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THREE  SEA  SONGS 
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ttbrce  Sen  Sonoa. 

THE  BALLAD  OF  THE  "ROVER." 

Com.  M  you  joUy  Milor  liult.  that  lov«  th« 

cannon*  roar. 
Your  good  ship  on  tha  briny  wava.  your  laaa 

•nd  glaaa  aakora. 

How  Nova  Scotia's  tonacan  fight  you  praaanUy 
•hall  haar. 

And  of  gallant  captain  Godfray  in   tha  Rottr 
privataar. 

She  waa  a  brig  of  Uvarpod.of  juat  a  hundrwi 
tona: 

She   had   a   cr«w   of   fiftyfiva.    and    mountad 

fourtaan  guna: 
Whan   aouth  againat   King   Gaorgaa  foaa  aha 

firat  bagan  to  ataar. 
A  amartar  craft  na'ar  floated  than  the  Romt 

privateer. 

Five  months  our  luck  held  good  all  up  and  do%im 

the  Spaniah  Main; 
And  many  a  prize  we  overhauled  and  aent  to 

port  again: 


A«  oir  C«p«  Bknco  in  •  cl«  .11         •     . 

|.y  •  *•""  •«  niotionlw.  wc 

A^^pin,  down  to  fi«iW,  off  th.  /i«^   ^  . 


WiUi  miMkMt  umI  «ri(h  putob  w.  ». it 

th.  boudtn,  ,«„,.  f^y 

J^   *.  ^  /,,«.  fr^    ,^  ^ 
Pnv«te«r.  ^^ 

wer«  too  clow;  ■»«oo«ti 

But  our  ,j«„«.  ;fc^  ^  ^ 

••V  tho  Don.  their  do.e.  "^ 

I 


I 


■"*^  '-Pt   llHir  di.,,^^     . 

•''•y  did  ^r.  »»^»  iKl  ««. 


^«    fought     aQ<j    L...    . 

aw  you  avw  Jms,  *««M*jxto— n^^ 

■^  ''^«  ol  Cpe^   Codf«y   ^     . 


THE  BALLAD  OF  "LA  TRIBUNE." 

A«  long  M  men  for  fellow  men  face  death  and 
falter  not. 

A.  long  aa  daring  deeds  are  kept  in  memory 
unforgot. 

Aa  long  aa  corpees  on  the  ahora  b.-  any  sea  are 

•trewn. 

Shall  be  toM  the  wreck  and  rcKue  of  the  frig. 
ate  La  Tribune. 

Twaa  aeventeen  ninety-eeven.  and    November 

twenty-third. 
When  U  Tribun*  with  aU  .ail  aet.  aa  straight 

as  flies  the  bird. 
Sped  swift  to  port  in  Halifax.    The  wind  blew 

fair  from  south. 
And  no  one  thought  of  danger,  as  she  near'd 

the  harbour-mouth. 

It  was  the  master's  greed  and  pride  that  cast 

the  ship  away: 
He  would  not  take  a  pilot  on:  he  wanted  pilot's 

pay: 
He  boasted   he  could  bring  her  into  harbour 

safe  and  sound. 
And  on  the  outer  Thrum  Cap  shoals  he  ran  her 

hard  aground. 
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S^v  one  for  «gii«l«.  M  her  fune  %vere  lif hten'd 
in  the  eee. 

And  OMde  •  reef  of  iron,  on  the  granite,  on 
her  lee. 

TwM  uMleM:  they  muat  wait  the  tide.    And 

all  that  afternoon. 
The  minute-ffun  epoke  grimly  the  dietreet  of 

La  Trihou. 


f 
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They  wait  aa.  with  the  rising  g«le.  the  flood- 

tide  fatter  rune. 
And  the  good  ship  roll*  and  break,  her  bone* 

<m  her  own  tumbled  guns. 
Still  no  one  dreams,  as  swiftly  fades  the  winter's 

day  in  night, 
Not  ten  of  all  her  hardy  crew  shall  see  tomor- 

row's  light. 

At  last  she  floated  with  the  tide,  and  in  the  dark 

she  drove. 
A   s%vaHtag  hulk,    before   the  storm,    away   to 

Herring  Cove; 
And  when  the  drag^^ag  anchor  held,  and  hope 

revived  again. 
She  sank,  and  carried  down  with  her  %veU.nigh 

three  hundred  men. 


Saam  fifty  rwidi'd   th*   rifginc   mkI   by   tli« 

watck-fire'a  blaaw. 
All  night    the    men  of    H«rrinf    Cove    ttood 

helpleady  to  gaze 

At  dinging  wtetchca  torn  away  from  their  frail 

hold  to  die. 
Till  only  eight  were  left  to  eee  the  bitter  morning 

•ky. 


They  did  not  venture  out  at  night,  nor  yet  at 

da%vning  day; 
They  said  thro'  auch  a  welter  never  boat  amid 

make  her  way. 
And  none  were  found  ao  hardy  to  affront  thoee 

breakers  wild. 
Till  the  men  wer«  aham'd  to  action  by    the 

daring  of  a  child. 


An  alien  fither  'prentice,  he  would  not  stand 

idly  by 
While  life  and  strength  were  in  him.  and  watch 

thoee  sailors  die. 
He  t(^  to  none  his  purpoee.  no   one  guessed 

what  it  might  be. 
Till  they  saw  him  rowing  down  the  Cove  to«vards 

the  open  sea. 
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With  every  mnew  •tartinff  he  slowly  fifhte  hia 

way 
To  where  the  meets  stand  quivering  sfainst 

the  yeasty  spray. 
In  the  drenched  rigfing  where  they  cling,  there 

were  but  two  alone 
Able  to  stir;  the  rest  hung  numb  and  sodden  to 

the  bone. 


And  in  their  hour  of  rescue,   the  twain  their 

lives  forego. 
And  lower  two  senseless  comrades  to  the  rocking 

ark  below; 
They  stay  behind  and  watch  the  overladen  boat 

to  shore, 
Where  the  boy  lands  his  precious  freight,  and 

seaward  turns  once  more. 


«^ 


A  seccmd  time  he  starts  alone  in  rescue  to  the 

vnrack. 
But   his   boyish   strength   is   broken    and    the 

billows  sweep  him  back. 
But  he  has  not  spent  himself  in  vain:  at  length  a 

boat  is  mann'd; 
And  socm  the  last  faint  sailor  is  safe  upon  die 

land. 


Twdv.  fathom  6mp  by  H«rmf  Cov.   tUt 

Arigate't  timlMrt  1m. 
To  foul  the  cwdo»  indioro  nef .  m  th^  to 

driftinf  by; 

And  to  thi.  d*y  m«  tdl  tho  ule.  and  nuno 

th«  7V/iiiyM  Shoal. 
But  no  one  know,  the  name  or  fate  of  that 

young  hero  Mul. 
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OFF     CORONEL 
Nov.  I.  I9U. 

lo    th.   .tormy   South.™    «««t.    ,«at   ^ 

•poke  from  ship  to  ship; 
Swift  d«tn,ctk>n.  death.   a„d  fir.  Ie.pt  from 

•v.ry  iron  lip; 
Tai  two  c™d»d  ™J  (U„i^  ,„i^„  ^^j^ 

dumbly  in  the  night. 
S^.   nor  Wt  .  .oul  behind  to  t.lJ  of  that 
dkM«trou«  fight. 

•»    tb.  <l„k.    a«y   dW.   our  «,„„^    ^ 

Without  a  sign  th.y  paaa'd; 
But  th.y  fought  thoir  gun.  wd  h.pt  th.  Old 

Flag  flying  to  th.  Imat. 
Death  i.  Utt.r  in  lo.t  b.ttJ..  but  they  died 

to  shield  the  Right. 
So  th.y  «^pt  from  th.t  brief  derhneM  into 
God  .  eternd  Light. 


»»'* 
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CaiHaia  AUxanckr  Godlray's  dMpateh  of 
Oct.  17.  1800.  giving  Um  cktaiU  of  tki«  action,  it 
print«l  in  Th$  Naoal  Chnmieh,  Fob.  1601. 
Sm  tlm  Th$  ProHneial,  or  Haltfax  Monthly 
Mataiim.  Vol.  2.  pp.  33«  f..  1853;  and  Murdoch. 
//Mory  «f  Neta  Setiia,  III.  p.  198:  and  abo 
E.  P.  Sutkam.  Pri»atmr$  and  Priwdtming, 
L.  1910.  pp.  336.340. 

The  original  account  of  tk«  %rr«ck  of  th« 
TV/iurw  appearwl  in  Tim  Royal  GauUo  and  Tho 
Nooa  Scoila  Ado*rH$tr,  Dw.  5,  1797.  twdvo 
days  after  the  event.  Some  additional  details 
are  to  be  found  in  Hill's  memoir  of  Sir  Bienton 
Haliburton.  ProM  vertione  of  this  ballad  and 
the  following  will  appear  in  my  forthcoming 
volume.  "Old  Province  Tale."  (Chronicle*  of 
Canada). 

In  H.  M.  S.  Good  Hopo.  mink  in  the  action 
with  Von  Sp  '•  equadron  on  Nov.  1 .  I9I4.  were 
four  Canadian  midshipmen.  Cann.  Palmer. 
SUver  and  Hathaway.  They  had  just  com- 
pleted  their  course  in  the  Royal  Naval  College 
at  Halifax  when  wa;  broke  out. 
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